March 16, 2006

To: FSNA

From: AKWieder

Re: Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) meeting, March 15, 2006

Location: 401 East Water Street, Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission offices

Meeting time: 4-6:30 p.m.

The meeting began on time and was run by Mayor David Brown. Others in attendance that I could see around the center table included Kevin Lynch, Cville Vice Mayor, Dennis Rooker and David Slutzky for Albemarle County, as well as Charles Petty for CTS, Donna Shaunesey for JAUNT and Kellem Emanuele for TJPDC (Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission).

Minutes for this meeting are posted to the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission web site. Please see www.tjpdc.org. 

Background material and detailed reports, maps and many other items are available for downloading or reading at the tjpdc site. Items for this meeting’s agenda included the following reports, available at the tjpdc web site:

Regional Transit Authority 

FY05 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Amendments Adoption

Draft FY06  Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Public Hearing

Draft FY07 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) Public Hearing

Charlottesville Tomorrow recorded the meeting for inclusion at their podcasting. site. Brian Wheeler handed me his card and he is the Exec. Director of www.cvilletomorrow.org. He can be reached at bwheeler@cvilletomorrow.org. 434.295.4955

Kellem Agnew Emanuele is Transportation Planner for TJPDC and can be reached at kemanuele@tjpdc.org. 434 979 7310 x260. She greeted Jeanne Chase and I and made sure we had plenty of paper documentation so that we could follow the meeting.

Jeanne Chase and I spoke to those assembled at the start of the meeting. Jeanne read from a letter she entered into the public record outlining the FSNA concerns about traffic, safety, overdevelopment, with particular points made about Biscuit Run and Old Lynchburg Road and JPA. I spoke second and presented a map graphic showing locations of all the PUDs in our FSNA neighborhood, plus Biscuit Run and the Granger property and other local matters. The map graphic and my letter were entered into the public record. The letter is included in this email as an attachment.

The meeting proceeded with long talks about blending city and county transportation matters, about how to set up the Regional Transit Authority, about how to get funding for it, and how to run it. County and city and VDOT, all represented, all pitched into the talk.

Some details:

Peter Kleeman/for the public
Spoke regularly throughout the meeting about the need for timely information for the public, clarity and specificity in the reports posted for public use.

Donna Shaunesey/JAUNT
Said the use of JAUNT to try out new bus routes was underway and would be studied further.

Charles Petty/CTS
Said that in April folks with valid UVA id could ride the CTS buses for free. This was tried in October of 2005 and will be tried again in October 2006. He said that the traffic lights had been coordinated and that a study would be done to see if that helped the buses to travel on time. AKWieder said she rode the buses all the time and that things had been improved. Her comment was taken, with good humor, as anecdotal evidence of progress.

Kevin Lynch/Vice Mayor/Cville
Spoke at length about the need for updated information in reports posted at the web site, about how they need to be more clear and easier for folks to understand. About how you really can’t figure out what has been paid for yet or if the project is complete. Talked about the need to get going on things right away, and having a plan in place about expanding transit by July 1, 2006. Route 29 was mentioned frequently as another major mass

transit corridor needing expansion. Kevin Lynch also said the AREA B study needed to be included in FY07 work program and that funding options needed to be explored and that we needed to get this done.

David Brown/Mayor/Cville
Said we need to know just how much money we could get for transportation is the county and city combined. That this information was crucial to planning and to expanding the system.

Juandiego R. Wade/Transportation Planner for Alb. County/
Mentioned that the county as proceeding with study of roads and access to the Granger property. (AKWieder will follow up on this.) He can be reached at 434 296 5832 x 3368. jwade@albemarle.org
my letter

March 15, 2006

Metropolitan Planning Organization

Thomas Jefferson Planning District Office

Water Street

Charlottesville, Virginia

To all MPO Board Members:

This letter accompanies a map graphic prepared by AKWieder for your review. The graphic lists matter of grave concern to the members of the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association and community members of the Fry’s Spring area.

These are:

Biscuit Run Development

Just outside the city limits, this 920 acre, 5000 home development will burden our existing neighborhoods with overwhelming traffic problems.  Old Lynchburg Road and JPA will be inundated. The new roads promised for this neck of the woods MUST be built before a spade goes into the ground on this property. The water for 10,000 toilets will not necessarily come from heaven. No solutions for either of these problems are in place at this time. Why not? 

Granger Property

Also just outside our neighborhood, another big project.  Roads? Water supply? Who will take responsibility for these matters?

Cherry Hill Development

117 homes to be built on 15 acres down the block from my house. Regular attendance at planning commission meetings and city council meetings still have NOT yielded an often requested change to this PUD:

a second access road is needed. Right now there is one road in and one road out. Why not change this? Another dead end development. Why not correct this mistake?

Huntley PUD

This famous project by Tom Hickman is on a set of rolling hills: 22 acres and 110 homes. Sunset Rd. and Sunset Ave. cannot tolerate this additional traffic. Where is the solution? Where is the planning?

Hill Street Development

Another project by Tom Hickman: on a steep slope hard by the railroad tracks this tiny 2 acre parcel, purchased for $300K last year, will have 20 houses? Maybe not. Whatever happen though Hill Street is a dead end street. And that means this developer needs to make a second access road into and out of his property. Who will insist on this? Who will plan for the additional burdens this project will place on our neighborhood? How much traffic do you think dead end streets can take?

Todd Avenue

Why does VDOT continue to insist that this long residential street must be dead ended when the JPA railroad bridge is rebuilt? They don’t listen to residents. There has been NO public hearing on the closure of this street. The hearing that was held some time ago concerned the rebuilding of the bridge and the JPA/Maury/Fontaine avenue roadway and intersection. Public documents show that ads placed for this meeting did not even MENTION the closure of Todd Avenue. Why was this meeting omitted? Does the city permit closure of a city street without a hearing?

Closure of JPA Bridge, Closure of Todd Avenue, Closure of the JPA/Maury/Fontaine intersection

As if the above list were not enough, what will happen when these projects come on line? Who will look after the residents of our area?

Who will represent the interest of existing communities in light of all these changes and new housing developments?

Who will help us preserve and protect the neighborhood?

We believe we can have preservation and progress, but only with planning and with your assistance.

Thanks for your attention to this matters.

Andrea K. Wieder

2331 Highland Avenue

Charlottesville, VA 22903

andreakwieder@gmail.com
